
Manhasset Public Schools 
 
FAQs re: Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 
Update March 9, 2020 
 
The Manhasset School District continues to monitor Coronavirus (COVID-19) and is being guided by 
communications from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), New York State 
Department of Health (NYSDOH), the Nassau County Department of Health (DOH), Nassau BOCES Health 
and Safety Expert, Peter LaDuca, and the New York State Education Department (NYSED). We 
understand that there are concerns among members of our school community regarding the virus and 
questions relating to the District’s preparation for a possible school closure. 
 
It is important to note that school provides normalcy and predictability, particularly in times of fear and 
instability and we intend to continue to welcome your children to a nurturing, yet challenging 
environment unless conditions warrant a change.  We ask you to continue to help your children process 
the current situation in honest and developmentally appropriate ways. 
 
Below are frequently asked questions that we have received in recent days. It has also been posted to 
our District website. This FAQ will continue to be updated as the situation warrants. 
 
Q. What extra measures is the District taking to properly disinfect all school buildings? 
 
A. The District continues to take extra measures to properly disinfect our buildings: 
 
 *   Our custodial staff disinfects frequently touched surfaces (doorknobs, computer desktop keyboards, 
handrails, etc.) on a daily basis with sanitizing wipes. 
 
 *   We utilize sanitizing foggers to disinfect classrooms and large spaces. Such spaces were disinfected 
during the February break and again this past weekend. 
 *   The first line of defense is frequent and thorough washing of hands.  Students and staff are 
encouraged to wash their hands throughout the day with greater frequency. 
 *   As a fallback measure, we have installed additional hand sanitizer stations. 
 *   All cleaning and disinfecting products are District-provided and administered by the custodial staff. 
 *   Our District lead nurse participates in weekly briefings specific to the Coronavirus, facilitated by the 
NYSDOH and the CDC. 
 
Q. Can the District close schools for several days as a precautionary measure? 
 
A. The District will follow direction regarding health matters from the DOH. Any school closing due to 
illness will be guided by public health officials. As part of the District’s pandemic plan (which is part of 
the Districtwide school safety plan), we are prepared to close schools should we be directed to do so by 
the DOH. 
 



Q. As a parent, I don’t feel comfortable sending my child to school for several days while the coronavirus 
continues to spread in our region. 
 
A. We understand the concerns expressed and we will continue to treat absences with compassion and 
empathy.  Any student who is absent for medical reasons or quarantine related to Coronavirus, or any 
student whose physician is recommending absence due to underlying medical reasons, will be treated as 
an excused absence.  Any children absent, by family choice, due to concern about Coronavirus will count 
as an unexcused absence.  In the case of unexcused absences arrangements cannot be made for daily 
lessons to be sent home, but teachers will work with students to catch up once they return to school. 
 
Q.  Are there any plans to cancel school-sponsored trips and large scale events? 
 
A.  At this moment, no trips or events have been cancelled by the District – although some have been 
cancelled by the host site.  We will, of course, monitor trips and events on a daily basis and notify those 
affected accordingly. 
 
Q. If the District is forced to close, are there any plans in place for continuity of instruction? 
 
A. Yes. Our existing curriculum supports a wide range of instructional technology tools and 
platforms.  Plans are underway to use these platforms for age-appropriate continuity of instruction.  We 
are currently working with our faculty to identify how best to continue instruction should an extended 
closing be required. 
 
We recognize that the education that normally occurs in a classroom cannot be replicated at home. 
Therefore, the planning will focus on ensuring students participate in educationally beneficial activities 
during any closure. 
 
Q. What precautions can our community take? 
 
A. As public health officials continue to remind the public, the best way to prevent against the 
Coronavirus, the flu and other viruses continues to be proper hygiene. This includes: 
 
 *   Stay home when you are sick. 
 *   Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 
 *   Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 
 *   Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
 *   Cover your cough or sneeze inside your elbow or with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
 *   Routinely clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 


